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the Bible Atlas would make it more attractive to children, but in every 
other respect MacCoun's work is the superior — in size for carrying, in 
convenience for use, in presentation of matter, in references to authori- 
ties, in geographical accuracy, and most of all in a presentation of the 
biblical history which can be approved. 

C. W. V. 



Women of the New Testament. By Professor W. F. Adeney, 
New College, London. New York : E. R. Herrick & Co., 
1899. Pp. xii + 276. $1. 

A charming work, written from an appreciative but not a senti- 
mental point of view, on a basis of sound scholarship — the truest and 
most touching description of Jesus' attitude toward woman and of 
Christianity's ideal of womanhood, known to the reviewer. It is a 
good book for anyone to read, and for many to study. It overflows 
with guidance and inspiration for those who teach religion, morals, and 
sociology. 

The first four chapters present to us Mary, the mother of Jesus, in 
all the many scenes of the gospel narrative, and with a discussion of 
all the problems which arise in the consideration, including a thor- 
oughly good treatment of the miraculous conception. Subsequent 
chapters present "Elizabeth," "Anna," "The Woman of Samaria," 
"The Women who Ministered to Jesus," "The Woman who Touched 
the Hem of his Garment," "The Woman who Washed his Feet with 
her Tears," "The Canaanite Woman," "The Mother of James and 
John," "The Sisters Martha and Mary," "The Widow with Two 
Mites," " Mary Magdalene." And one is deeply impressed with the 
importance of these individuals, and Jesus' attitude toward them, in the 
public ministry. It was no unessential part of Jesus' mission to give 
woman her true place in the world, and to set an example of the right 
regard and treatment of woman. 

The women of the apostolic period are less interesting and less 
significant than- those of the public ministry of Jesus, yet they receive 
full recognition in four chapters of this volume. When Professor 
Adeney comes to Paul's teaching about the limitations of women in the 
church meetings, his exegesis is open to question (pp. 274 f.), for he 
endeavors to avoid the reasonably clear fact that Paul did not have 
the fundamentally higher view of woman which Jesus presented. On 
the contrary, he (with his contemporaries) regarded her as a subordinate 
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to man, whose subordination was to be distinctly marked in public, 
and which forbade her assuming the position of teacher, or otherwise 
asserting herself intellectually in the Christian gatherings. 

The general idea of woman in the New Testament at which Pro- 
fessor Adeney arrives can be seen in these words: "Throughout the 
New Testament, woman, though often highly honored and sometimes 
seen in very beautiful lights, is yet second in position and influence to 
man. There was no woman Christ ; there were no women apostles. 
None of the leaders of the church were women. No book of the New 
Testament was written by a woman. It is doubtful if any women 
were officials of the churches at all, although, perhaps, the order of dea- 
coness was established in apostolic times. At all events no New 
Testament churches were ever presided over by women presbyters or 
women bishops" (p. 265). As a statement of historical facts this 
paragraph is unquestionable. But Professor Adeney seems at this 
point to intend more than the recital of history. If he wishes to 
argue that therefore woman should today occupy no different position 
and assume no other function than those which the New Testament 
describes her as possessing in the first century, that is quite another 
matter, about which much might be said upon a suitable occasion. 

C. W. V. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

The Open Court Publishing Co. publishes a thin volume of 
poems by Paul Carus, entitled Godward,a Record of Religious Progress, 
and the third edition of the same author's The Religion of Science. 

Thomas Bailey Saunders has translated the recent paper of Har- 
nack, Thoughts on the Present Position of Protestantism, a little treatise 
that demands the attention of every earnest thinker. (Imported by 
Macmillan Co.; $1.) 

In a pamphlet of eighty pages, entitled Evangelium und moderne 
Moral (Berlin : Schwetschke, 1898), Pfarrer Leonh. Ragaz gives a help- 
ful discussion of the relation of the gospel to present-day ethics, both 
practical and theoretical. 

A sixth volume of the Polychrome Bible (Dodd, Mead & Co., New 
York) has now been issued. It is the volume ow Joshua, translated by 
W. H. Bennett, professor of Old Testament languages and history at 
Hackney and New Colleges, London. 



